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New Beginnings
New Believers, new committees and the new CU year 

It’s a strange time for many at university. You’ve just had a month off
for the Easter holidays and you arrive back to a few lectures but
mainly exams and essays. Students spend much time in cafés and
parks ‘revising’ as Canterbury is warmed by a coming Summer sun.

The Easter holidays offered the opportunity for me to take 10
students to the Christian Conference, Word Alive in Prestatyn, Wales.
It was a great time together in God’s word while also getting to spend
time together socially. It was allowed Katie and I to get away on our
bikes and camp in Belgium as we took a step back after a busy term.

This is now the start of the new CU year. The new committees have
taken over, ready to lead the CU in to the fresher’s weeks in which
thousands of students will descend upon Canterbury. This means
that the next couple of months are less event focused and more
about helping encourage the new leaders in Gods word and
equipping them to lead their CUs well. This means running sessions
such as freshers planning events and meeting up with key leaders for
coffee.

This term is a little quieter which provides me with a great time to
reflect, review and plan for the next year! It also allows for more input
specifically to students and to invest in my personal relationship with
my Father through study. Do please pray for the CUs to develop a
really strong foundation for the coming year over this next season.

http://mailchi.mp/cd876ba832a6/new-beginnings?e=ae8858c31c
https://www.facebook.com/chris.mcburney.1
https://twitter.com/chrismcburney4
https://instagram.com/mcbeei/
mailto:cmcburney@uccf.org.uk


The Overflow of STORY Canterbury
 

I turned up at Christ Church university
this week to speak on a spiritual
community from 1 Peter. It’s usual to
expect a drop off in CU numbers in the
summer term but as people started to
arrive I had the joy of seeing firstly a
number of guests who wanted to come
to the CU. Some were guests who
wanted to hear more after Story but to
my great delight there were three
people there who became Christians at
Story. In a room that wasn’t incredibly
full, some of these new Christians have
already made a commitment to step out
and serve Christ by sharing him on
campus.
These three are now all attending local
churches, meeting up with student
workers and also engaged in areas of
the university where there isn’t a
massive Christian presence. Please do
be praying for the new disciples as they
get imbedded into the Christian life.

Word Alive

We took more students with us to Word
Alive than we’ve ever done! We had
booked a little house half an hour away
from Pontins where all the activities
were to be and we had a genuinely
wonderful time. We ate together,
learned together and laughed together.
The main teaching was in Galatians by
the wonderful Ray Ortland and then we
had Isaiah opened up in the evening by
a number of speakers. There was also
a great number of seminars, football
matches and BBQs that we had the
privilege of enjoying!

 

Prayer & Dates
 

Medway Bible Study (2nd May) Heading over to take part in Medway’s CUs weekly meeting as
they open up Uncover John together. This will also offer an opportunity to pray with them together.
Team Days (10th-11th May) It’s always great to get together as a team and be encouraged together
and that’s exactly what team days offers.
Freshers Planning Day (13th May) We've dedicated a day to planning freshers arrival in
Canterbury as we look to make the most of the thousands of students entering Canterbury.



Please pray for those who’re new to faith and getting plugged into local churches. We want
them to grow in their love for the Lord and to share him with those around them.
Please pray for me as I spend much of the next month meeting and opening up scripture
with leaders before they head away for the summer.
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