
Friends, 

Greetings from Russia! This is the first of newsletters to keep you up to date with our work in 

Russia at the St Petersburg Christian University.  

A month has passed since we left Northern Ireland. As you know, we drove all the way 

(obviously we made use of two ferries as well). When we left Killinchy, Brian and Morna 

McGibbon, Doreen and Andrew Neagle and Roy and Kate Humphries prayed with us at the 

car. I remember that Roy prayed for angels to be at every wheel of the car and that God would 

protect this very old car. We know that many of you prayed also for our journey here with an 

old car. We believed that the angels really carried us! After the bad news of the mechanics on 

the suspension of the car a few days earlier, we took the risk to drive here because we had no 

other option with all the arrangements and payments that were already in place.  

The journey went very smoothly. The car was fantastic and I think we should name it Hebrews 

11, because it persevered against all odds. 

Arriving here, we immediately moved into the apartment we are renting here. It is a 3-5 minutes 

walk from the university and close to a very beautiful and big park, where we can take the dogs 

to walk. Our luggage, books and other personal things arrived 5 days later without any 

problems. The weather has been perfect so far.  

The next big assignment was to go prepare a whole lot of documents. I had to be registered in 

Russia within 7 days after arrival and we needed to get a lot of documents translated and 

notarised (passport, police clearance, etc.). Then I had to go through another medical test to see 

if I am healthy enough, HIV negative or addicted to drugs… I am happy to report that I am ok! 

All these documents are required for the work visa and temporary residence. 

The final document we needed was a language certificate. I had to do an exam on Russian 

grammar, speaking, reading, writing and comprehension and on Russian history and law. I did 

the exam on 20 July as a first try, because my knowledge is very limited. The history part was 

easy, but the rest was difficult. Then a miracle happened. There is no other way to describe it. 

We phoned the Monday after the Saturday to get the result. They told us that I have passed! I 

could not believe it. We immediately thanked and praised God that He guided us here and 

confirmed through the passing of this test that He will open doors that nobody can close. Once 

we receive the certificate, we will go and sit in the line to hand in all the documents. UPDATE: 

Some spelling mistake on my visa making issues a bit more complicated! Please pray for us 

that we will find favour that this issue will be dealt with properly by the authorities working 

with it. 

I also met with the Rector of the University, Dr Valeriy Alikin. In the first term (from 

September onwards) I will present a 3-hour seminar to the academic staff of the University 

about the place/role of Practical and Systematic Theology in the academic training of the 

students. I will obviously be involved in developing programmes in Systematic and Practical 

Theology for the first few months – especially on post-graduate level. My official teaching 

duties will start in January.  

My first priority for the next few months will be to study Russian. Olga also has some 

translation of articles to do.  

We want to thank you again for your prayers and support during this time of transition. We are 

so thankful that we can be part of God’s bigger plan for the world. To be part of the Global 

Mission of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland is such a privilege and blessing. 

Until next time! 

Annes and Olga 
 
 


